Regular Session




              May 4, 2020
The members of Hubbard City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 4, 2020, in council chambers with President William Williams presiding. Approximately 4 people were in attendance. 
Roll Call

B. Viele     R. Zambrini     M. Mogg     M. Toda    M. Kerr     R. Hallapy     J. Crowe
Ms. Viele- No need to excuse?

Mr. Williams- No

Ms. Viele- Okay

Mr. Williams- Hey Ryan…
Mr. Hallapy- Yes sir

Mr. Williams- Can you turn that one on so that it will pick up. That way it might pick you guys up (just on the back). Thank you

It was moved by Ms. Viele to accept the minutes of the March 16th regular session, the March 16th special meeting and the March 18th special meeting as presented to council. 
Mr. Williams- 16th and 18th were emergency

Ms. Viele- Special meetings?
Mr. Williams- They were emergency.
Ms. Viele- Emergency, okay. A special is not emergency?  Okay, the 16th emergency meeting and the 18th emergency meeting as presented to council.
Ms. Zambrini- second

Mr. Williams- motion by Ms. Viele second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the minutes of the March 16th regular meeting, March 16th emergency meeting and March 18th emergency meeting as presented. Any questions or comments?

There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.
COMMUNICATIONS

Clerk- We received from the Ethics Commission on Financial Disclosure filers and Contacts that the deadline ordinarily on May 15, 2020 has been extended to July 15, 2020, the Mayor’s Court Report for March of 2020 showing a total of $1,231.00, the April Report showing a total of $1,729.00, the Income Tax Comparison 2019/2020 for month ended March 31st and month ended April 30th, the Reconciliation of Bank Statements for month ended March 31, 2020 and April 30, 2020, the Trumbull County Health Board meeting agenda for Wednesday, April 15, 2020 and the minutes from their regular meeting on February 19, 2020, That is all.
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the communications and place them in the proper file. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Finance- Ms. Zambrini- I have no report tonight Mr. President but I am going to request legislation.
Mr. Williams- okay
Regular Session                            Page 2                                    May 4, 2020

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Park & Rec-Ms. Viele – The May Park & Rec Board meeting date and time will be announced at the next council meeting. Hubbard citizens interested in serving on the board can apply in writing to the Mayor’s Office. There is an unfinished three-year term available. The Fourth Annual Touch-A-Truck Event at Mattinat Park, originally scheduled for May 20th, has been canceled. Mowing and other maintenance is being performed three days a week by our employee Mike Yuhaz. I will be requesting legislation dealing with ODNR Nature Works Grant we were awarded for Mattinat Park playground equipment.  As always, the public is encouraged to attend and participate in Park & Rec meetings. Thank you
Mr. Williams- thank you
Economic Development- Mr. Mogg- No sir. No report Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- thank you

Planning & Zoning- Mr. Toda- No report Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- thank you

Utilities- Mr. Kerr – Thank you Mr. President. We did not meet because of the COVID-19 issues. We did schedule a meeting for Tuesday, May 12 at 5:00 pm. That is all I have Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- Thank you
Streets & Sidewalks –Mr. Crowe- I have no report tonight Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- thank you

Safety- Mr. Hallapy- Yes Mr. President, we started the hiring process. Most interviews of eligible candidates for police officers have taken place with several more scheduled for the near future. Personal Protective Protection at the police department: currently, the supply of Personal Protective Equipment including N95 grade masks, gloves, the eye protection, and coveralls along with hand sanitizer are adequate. We are still watching supplies and ordering as needed. Recently, two portable radios activating the sirens have been purchased and received. The Safety Director will be working with Mr. Palestro and the siren maintenance company to test the portable radios. These radios will be used in the situation where the sirens fail to activate as happened last year. Bearcom, the company that will be performing the work to upgrade the police radio systems has notified the city that the equipment has arrived and is ready for installation. Also, Bearcom service personnel and tower crew are arranging site visits to coordinate before installation. No project completion date has been given. Lastly, the sewer line in the police department basement, all cost estimates have been received. Replacing the sewer line in the basement as previously reported, estimates are about half of the expected costs. The project has been delayed because of issues concerning COVID-19 situation. That is all Mr. President thank you. 
Mr. Williams- thank you

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

CEMETERY BOARD- Mr. Mogg- Yes sir, we met on March 7. Myself, Mr. Hallapy and Mr. Jacobs were in attendance. We had a short discussion on the finances for 2019. We also discussed some of the roads in the cemetery that are going to be in need of repair. I spoke with Mr. Crowe just a little bit ago about possibly when we have the crew come in to do the city streets to possibly have them do those up there for us also. Separate accounts but since they have all the equipment out here and everything, we should be able to get a little better deal. We also discussed the construction of a columbarium and an area in the cemetery where we would construct this columbarium. We discussed both cemetery operations, employees, and the grounds itself. I would request that we have a joint session so that the inter-governmental funds earmarked for the cemetery could be released between the township and the city. I did get a chance to meet with Aaron who 
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REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

is the sexton out there. We discussed operations and needs. The stuff he needs like tools and equipment and stuff like that. We just talked and walked around the cemetery and went over a few things. That is all I have sir.
Mr. Williams- okay. Thank you

FIRE DISTRICT- Mr. Kerr- I would like to thank the City of Hubbard residents and the township. The part-time staffing levy passed. There is a lot of stuff going to go on now. We have not met due to COVID-19 yet. I am hoping to meet next week to go through that process of who the part time, what the qualifications and the SOP’s. There is a lot of stuff involved in that. That is going to be awhile. We are looking at the land after speaking with President of Council after the meeting, I guess the attorneys for the Eagle Joint Fire District are looking at the land, the actual property and measurements of that 30X60 gravel pad that we were going to do. That is on hold until they measure it and all that. I believe that the documents I saw, it was actually in there, but we are making sure that the attorney’s make sure everything is okay before we start that. The hydrant is dead there, so we have to look for another hydrant in the future to. That is all Mr. President.
Mr. Williams- thank you
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
SAFETY DIRECTOR- Lou Carsone- Just a couple of items to add to the Safety Committee Chairman’s report. I talked with Mr. Palestro today. As soon as possible, we will go over the estimates that were given us for the sewer line in the basement. We are looking at that as something that needs done as soon as possible. It has been delayed because of this whole situation. That is all I have Mr. President. Thank you
Mr. Williams- thank you

SERVICE DIRECTOR- Mr. Livingston- Not in attendance
LAW DIRECTOR- Mark Villano- I have no report Mr. President thank you
Mr. Williams- thank you

TREASURER- Marsha Ruha- I have no report Mr. President
Mr. Williams- thank you

AUDITOR- Michael Villano- No report this evening Mr. President. Thank you
Mr. Williams- thank you

It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the reports of standing committees, and city officials.
Mr. Williams- If I could, Mr. Mogg, I discussed that today with the Mayor about the joint session. That was supposed to be tonight but with the situation we did not get it scheduled. Lorrie is going to contact the township to see if they can be at our next meeting, but we will get that scheduled as quickly as possible.

Mr. Mogg- very good, thank you sir

Mr. Williams- no problem. That is all I have, anyone else?

There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.

Mr. Williams- Now we will move on to our Mayor’s Report. Mayor Kyle
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MAYOR’S REPORT 

Thank you, President of Council Williams, where do I begin? I just want to give a few updated pieces of information. Everyone is back to work across all departments in all buildings following social distancing guidelines and guidelines that are set forth by the Ohio Department of Health and the Governor’s Office. So that everyone knows, we are trying our hardest and have tried our hardest to keep employees safe, city services operating as normal and keeping the city safe. That has always been our priority since day one. Just to give everyone a quick little update: In caucus, I made mention the beginning of May, committee meetings, board and commission meetings can resume. It must be held in council chambers and notify the Mayor’s Office so that proper sanitization can take place. We are evaluating everything so that we can open the city building back up to the general public at some time in the near future. A date has not yet been set. We are working to find the safest way possible to keep our employees safe and also the general public safe when they enter our building.
 A couple items to note. There is a senior citizen mini grant that we applied for this week. We are working with a number of different projects that have gone on while all of this has gone on. I am going to speak and give a quick update. Otherwise Service Director Livingston would have given. Our Erie Sanitary Project: all testing has been performed and passed. We just need to finish up the restoration. Hydrant flushing has begun and are approximately halfway through the project. There is up on Parkview Avenue a sanitary line that runs along the waterway through South Main. A portion of the line needs some work done to it. We are well aware of that and are working towards it. Utility Billing: we are upgrading to new meter reading equipment. This does not include the versa probes. There is a software upgrade as well. We are going to wait and kind of get it all put together. This has been a discussion we have had many of times, making a change to the bill template (what people would see) to try to simplify that for the customers. There have been a lot of things we have been working on throughout all of this. Sidewalks: many of you had seen up along our main streets that they started hosing the slag off on the 27th of last month to prepare for Everbrite sweeping. Everbrite began sweeping the streets last Friday. On Forest hill the line there was replaced, and restoration will hopefully begin as soon as possible.
 Mayor’s Court has run according to schedule. We have tried to keep everything moving through the city and keeping everyone safe. There are a number of different guidelines that we are going to have to work towards. I want to thank you for putting your trust in us, the administration, to make sure we have done things properly. Whenever the building does open again, we are going to have to follow social distancing and wear a face covering as well. I was in contact with the Trumbull County Building Department and they went over and did measurements for an occupancy rating because to follow the guidelines, we need to stay at 50% of occupancy. There are a number of things we are working towards in keeping the public safe and also our employees. A couple of upcoming notes; National Day of Prayer is this week. Normally, we would hold that inside council chambers. It will be virtual. That will be on this Thursday. Police Memorial Week is upcoming next week. We will also hold a virtual event that follows the certain guidelines. Chief Thompson, Safety Director Carsone and myself will make sure everyone is well informed of those events. Sadly, at the end of this month, the Memorial Day Parade that so many have looked forward to…I will be postponing the 2020 Memorial Day until 2021 but working with the VFW and our Police Chaplains and also members of the community to provide a virtual Memorial Day Event at our City War Memorial for everyone to be able to view. Hopefully, we will have that on our city website to view after. A couple of different things as we see moving forward, I want council rest assured that the administration and everyone involved understands the large impact of the COVID-19 virus and this global pandemic and the shift it has really placed on everyone. Just know that there will be budgetary concerns. There will be this concept in something we here are going to prioritize the urgency by necessary vs a luxury. That is something that we all understand. We know moving forward that those are actually going to be priorities for us to consider. I want to thank the general public for their understanding, employees that were working with us in understanding the guidelines we were putting forth for your safety and the safety of the public, the Police for keeping us safe and the administration and the supervisors for the countless hours of phone calls and different conferences that we had to try and figure out what information needed to go to the public and how we could decipher that and most of all keep our community safe. That is all. Thank you
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MAYOR’S REPORT
Mr. Williams -thank you
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to accept the Mayor’s Report.

Mr. Crowe- yes Mr. Mayor, I would just like to thank you for all your updates through the month of April. They kept us informed. I do have a question. How is Mr. Livingston?

Mayor- He is fairing very well. We put him in isolation because of his underlying health conditions.
Mr. Crowe- right

Mayor- to keep him healthy. He is doing fine.

Mr. Crowe- So I can talk to you about service director issues?

Mayor- You can call his number direct. He answers.
Mr. Crowe- Oh, okay.
Mayor- right from home. 

Mr. Crowe- Okay, thank you

There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous.

UNFINISHED OR OLD BUSINESS 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
Mr. Williams- I would like to take a moment here since I do not get to give a report or talk about things all the time. Just to give you guys a little insight throughout this COVID epidemic, the Mayor and I have been in contact with each other on a daily basis probably more than once a day. I hope this community realizes how lucky we are that Mr. Kyle was here. You guys don’t know the hours he has put in and the things that he has done from finding hand sanitizer to finding masks for our employees making sure they have the proper PPE and trying to keep me abreast of what is going on because if anything happens to him, I have to kind of step in too. I really appreciate that. Not only our Mayor but our service and safety directors, our Police Chief, our department heads, and our employees, we can’t thank you enough. I know how hard you worked to keep the community safe and our employees safe. I think what we are seeing going on in our community…I do not think we have had any of our employees become sick. I know Bob you have had a few of our guys coming in contact people and everything has been handled so professionally. Little Hubbard, Ohio, we are standing proud and I just want to thank all of you for all your hard work. That is all I have. Anyone else under miscellaneous?
Ms. Zambrini- I neglected to say that the finance committee was going to have a meeting

Mr. Williams- I knew you would get it.

Ms. Zambrini- Ya, sooner or later. Finance Committee meeting Monday at 5:00 here in council chambers. 

Mr. Williams- okay

Ms. Zambrini- I just had a general question. I got my utility bill and I was reading it. I was very interested in this last sentence. It said has your employment been affected by COVID -19? Please call the utility billing office for assistance. So, what kind of assistance?
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
Mr. Williams- you are asking the wrong people here. You would want to talk to the Mayor or the people that run it.

Ms. Zambrini- Okay

Mr. Williams- Go ahead Mayor

Mayor- From the beginning, we have taken a proactive approach where if anyone came to us and said, I need help, we would find ways to find help for them. If they needed an extension, we are granting extensions specifically based upon the need and employment situation. If people were calling about very random situations, between my assistant Debbi, everyone here in the auditor’s office and also in the utility billing office people are trying to find ways to help people. We just wanted to this next cycle, billing cycle, kind of narrow it down to who needed assistance whatever that might be. We would be able to try and help them. Obviously, extensions were granted based upon that. We understand that so many people are going through hard times. If they can provide that they were laid off because of the COVID-19, we are providing that extension for them.

Ms. Zambrini- So your assistance is an extension for them to pay their bill?
Mayor- Yes. We were trying to find ways whenever we could do that.
Ms. Zambrini- Okay

Mr. Williams- Mayor now that you brought that up. I left one thing out and I have another question. I also want to thank you for working on the utility bills. I know that we talked when you got elected and that was something you wanted to do. I am glad you have been able to do a little bit with that. With the extensions, do you think we may have to at some point address …because I believe in the ordinance you are only allowed to do that once a year. With these extreme circumstances, there could be people in trouble more than one month. 

Mayor- One of the things that we recently instituted 

Mr. Williams- or at least if they pay us something

Mayor-Right, we have been trying to find people assistance whatever that might be. There is a lot of generous community organizations out there that are working with people. Recently, we started taking credit card over the phone to help people if they are able to pay and willing to pay their utility bills. Especially, folks that were in unfortunate situations and maybe in arrear prior to all of this. They have been able to take advantage of that and we have been really looking at trying to find ways to help people. We are going to accept credit card over the phone for all utility payments and also for Mayor’s Court as well for anyone that has a fine that does not necessarily need to come in person and pay. They are able to do that as well. I want to thank the auditor’s office and the Treasurer’s Office for being able to work with us to find ways to get this all to work out and together we do it.  One thing we are working on, hopefully roll out tomorrow, is using our new communication system we have for the city that people had signed up for. That is something we just got instituted prior to all of this. I am really happy to say this, we nearly have 1,000 people that receive those updates from just that one method of communication. We are going to work with people to encourage them to sign up for a direct withdraw for utility bills, credit card over the phone…different ways to get the information out to the people. That is the one thing we wanted to make sure that we gave them a proper number for who to call for that assistance. 

Mr. Williams- Okay, thank you. Anyone else? 
Regular Session

          Page 7


           May 4, 2020
PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON AGENDA ITEMS
Mr. Williams- we do not have any agenda items 

NEW BUSINESS & REQUESTS FOR LEGISLATION

It was moved by Mr. Hallapy with a second by Mr. Crowe to have the law director draw up the necessary legislation for an ordinance to approve, adopt and enact the 2020 replacement pages to the codified ordinances: to repeal ordinances in conflict therewith: to publish the enactment of new matter: There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 

It was moved by Ms. Zambrini with a second by Ms. Viele to have the law director draw up the necessary legislation for an ordinance adopting an alternative tax budget for the City of Hubbard, Ohio for the fiscal year commencing Jan. 1, 2021, and submitting copies of same to the Trumbull County Budget Commission. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to authorize the service director to enter into a contract with ODNR Nature Works for grant to benefit the park & rec board and declare an emergency. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 
It was moved by Mr. Toda with a second by Mr. Mogg that the law director draw up the necessary legislation to extend (3) councilmen -at-large and (4) ward councilman to four year terms beginning with the term starting 01-01-2022 to 12-31-2026 to be on the November 3rd, general election 2020.

Mr. Crowe- Yes, this request will that be going on the November’s ballot?

Mr. Toda- this coming November

Mr. Crowe- this coming November 2020

Mr. Toda-Yes but it won’t take effect until 2022

Mr. Crowe- Right, I understand that, but I just wanted to know that…okay that was my question. I just wanted to know if that was this year.

Mr. Williams- Any other questions or comments?

Ms. Zambrini- I just don’t know enough about this to be able to vote on this so that is the way my vote is going to be. I just need more information.

Mr. Crowe- That is fair. We still have two more readings.
Mr. Williams- three

Mr. Crowe-yea

Mr. Williams- This is just the request.
Mr. Crowe – Yes, so we got time to discuss.
Mr. Williams- Yes, any other questions or comments?

There were no more questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. 4-3 vote. Viele, Zambrini, Kerr voting no
Mr. Williams- Is that all the requests I have? No one else has any requests, correct? I guess we will go to ordinances & resolutions because the one you have Bonnie has to be put on the agenda
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NEW BUSINESS & REQUESTS FOR LEGISLATION

Ms. Viele- yes

Mr. Williams- You need that all tonight?
Ms. Viele- We can do all that tonight.
It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to waive the 24-hour notification…Do we have a number for the ordinance?

Mr. Williams- Do we have a number?
Clerk-3-20

Mr. Williams- 3-20

Ms. Viele- of 3-20.

There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 
Ms. Viele- I move we suspend the second and third readings of ordinance 3-20

Mr. Williams- You might want to make a motion to put it on the agenda first.
Ms. Viele- Oh okay, it has been a while since I had an ordinance
Mr. Williams- yea

It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to place ordinance 3-20 on this evening’s agenda.  There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Ordinance 3-20
AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH ODNR NATURE WORKS FOR GRANT TO BENEFIT THE PARK & RECREATION BOARD AND DECLARE AN EMERGENCY

It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini to suspend the second and third reading of Ordinance 3-20. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous. 

It was moved by Ms. Viele with a second by Ms. Zambrini that Ordinance 3-20 be passed as read. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion passed. Vote unanimous. 

Ms. Viele- thank you

Mr. Williams- Thank you. Okay, that is all we have there.
PUBLIC ADDRESS TO CITY COUNCIL ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Mr. Williams- If there is anyone who would like to address council on non-agenda items related to city council business when recognized please step forward to the microphone and state your name and address for the record. You will have three minutes unless extended by council vote. 
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Mr. Williams- Since there is no one, I would entertain a motion to adjourn.
ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Mr. Toda with a second by Mr. Mogg to adjourn. There were no questions or comments on the motion. Motion carried. Vote Unanimous. 

__________________________                                __________________________
Lorrie Brown, Council Clerk 


              William Williams, President

